The Brazilian Medical Association (AMB), concerned about the future of Brazilian scientific publications following the release of the new criteria for the CAPES QUALIS system, organized a series of meetings in its main office in São Paulo. Editors of the principal medical journals in this country, directors of ABEC (Brazilian Association of Scientific Editors) and coordinators of the CAPES fields of Medicine II and Medicine III exchanged information and, above all, drew up proposals for improving the process of evaluating Brazilian scientific publications through the new CAPES QUALIS system. Scientific production classified by means of QUALIS forms one of the main items for assessing postgraduate programs over the last three-year period. Considering that the main source of scientific articles for Brazilian journals is from postgraduate programs linked to CAPES, it is very important to refine the discourse and ensure a common language for all the parties involved. From the editors' side, there is the fear that the new CAPES criteria may create a subclass of periodicals based exclusively on the ISI Impact Factor. The previous criterion indicated an impact factor of 1 as the cutoff point. Recently, some Brazilian journals were able to attain this level, through enormous effort. However, the new criteria not only consider the impact factor alone, but also establish much higher cutoff points. Through adopting this measure, Brazilian journals will become neglected by postgraduate supervisors and students -the great producers of Brazilian science -thus creating a vicious circle in which our periodicals will have difficulty in surviving.
Professor João Pereira Leite spoke on behalf of CAPES. In addition to coordinating the field of Medicine II, he is also the current representative of the field of health in the Scientific and Technical Board (CTC), the highest body within CAPES. At one of our meetings, he gave a detailed explanation about the criteria adopted during previous three-year periods and their impact on Brazilian postgraduate programs. He also explained that, in view of the evident improvement in the level of these programs, the cutoff or separation point needed to be raised in order to achieve better qualitative discrimination and stratification between them. Data coming from the programs, gathered through the CAPES system, showed that in many programs, more than 50% (and in some, more than 80%) of their scientific production was published in periodicals in the higher strata. In turn, CAPES decided to create a greater number of strata in order to be able to reclassify the periodicals. A descending scale was put forward, according to the impact
